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For the Guide to Holiness. 


HOLINESS.— — OBLIGATIONS TO BE HOLY. 


CONTINUED. 


4. Tue imperative obligation of Christian holiness is also inculcated 
by those Scriptures which exhort Christians to complete or ‘‘ perfect 
holiness’ in this world. The language of St. Paul to the Corinthians 


is here in point : — “ Having, therefore, these promises, dearly beloved, 
‘let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, per- 


fecting holiness in the fear of God.” —2 Cor., 7: 1. Now, 1. Con- 
sider the extent of the blessing here brought to view. It is a cleansing 
‘from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit.” 2. This great and heavenly 


work, too, was to be wrought in believers, —the Corinthian brethren. - 


Hence, it was not conversion, or regeneration. 3. This extraordinary 
blessing was to be received and enjoyed in this world; they were to 
‘perfect holiness in the fear of God.” ‘The Greek participle, epiteloun- 
tes,— rendered, “‘ perfecting ” — signifies completing, finishing, making 
an end of, cutting short. ‘he same word is used by St. Paul, in this 
sense, in Rom. 15: 283 — ‘‘ When, therefore, I have performed (or 
finished) this.” Hence, it contemplates the work of holiness as being 
finished, in point of Christian purity, and not forever progressive and 
incomplete. It sometimes has the sense of practising, being a tropical 
meaning, in view of its primal signification, to Jinish ; because, when 


an article of manufacture is finished, it is generally put to a practical 
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use. Hence, Dr. Robinson says, it means, in this place, to practise, 
See his Greek and English Lexicon, page 317. With this important 
meaning, it is obvious that the word looks not so much to a prospective 


_ work to be accomplished at death, as to a present work, wrought at 


once, so far as its purity is concerned, and in this life—embracing a 
radical and thordugh cleansing ‘‘ from all filthiness of the flesh and 
spirit,’’ and a complete inward and outward Christian holiness. This 
strong Scripture will admit of no modified interpretation. Of this fact I 
am fully persuaded, having carefully sifted its original import. There 
it stands in awful glory ; containing an eternity of meaning; having a 
voice of its own; incapable of being warped and frittered away to fit 


any creed, and inexplicable by any cabalistic glass. It is the language 


of the Holy Ghost. It is profitable for doctrine, correction, reproof, 
and instruction in righteousness. Now, then, does not this solemn ex- 
hortation of an inspired apostle, moved by a celestial afflatus from hea-— 
ven,— to be cleansed ‘“‘ from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfec- 
ting (finishing or practising) holiness in the fear of God,’— and all . 
this now, in this world,— magnify and enforce our imperative obli- 
gation soto do? Most certainly. The high claims of God are upon 
us. ‘They will not, they cannot be relaxed. Every hour we neglect 
the work of holiness, we grievously violate this great obligation, effec- 
tually quench the Holy Spirit; like faithless Peter, follow the blessed 
Savior ‘ afar off,” deny him in the midst of his vile traducers and per- 
secutors, superinduce a state of unbelief, judicial blindness, hardness of 
heart, cold indifference to religion, and general backsliding. Reader, 
examine your own heart, in the light of the Scripture cited above, and 
let your hungering and thirsting soul cry out, | 


‘¢] thirst for a life-giving God, 
A God that on Calvary died, 
A fountain of water and blood, 
That gushed from Inimanuel's side! 
I gasp for the stream of thy love, 
he spirit of rapture unknown ; 
And then to re-drink it above, 
Eternally fresh from the throne,”’ 


5. The obligation of Christian holiness is also taught in those Scrip- 
tures which are inspired prayers for this great blessing. The devout 
and earnest supplication of St. Paul for the Thessalonians, is an illus- 
ration of this class: ‘‘ And the very God of peace sanctify you 
wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit, and soul, and body, be pre- 
served blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”— 
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1 Thess. 5: 23. 1. Consider that these Thessalonians . were regener- 
ate persons. 2. As such, they were not wholly sanctified. 3. The 
Apostle prayed that they might be wholly sanctified—not at death, 
nor at any future time, but then; their “ whole spirit,” or immor- 
tal essence, “ and soul,” or animal nature, “ and body,” with all its 
physical appetites, affections and lusts, being brought under the do- 
minion of grace. 4. ‘The prayer also asks that they may “ be preserved 
blameless unto the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ;”’ that is, that after 
this glorious work of holiness had been wrought in them, they might 
not again lapse into voluntary and actual sin, and fall from their stead- 
fastness, but be kept by the powerful working of the Holy Ghost, with- 
out spot or wrinkle, until Christ should come by death and take them 
to heaven. Who can deny these positions? Are they not legitimate? 
Let it also not be forgotten that this is God’s eternal truth. No unbe- 
lief nor theological cavilling can weaken its force or darken its lustre. 
It stands forth on the sacred page in its own solitary grandeur, an un- 
approachable sublimity. Not that it is unexampled by any other paral- 
lel Scripture, but that it is a great exponent of Christian privilege, and 
a monument to God’s grace, at whose base all human opinions lie con- 
founded, and on whose summit rests the sunshine of an eternal morning. 
It clearly proves that unsullied Christian holiness of the ‘‘ whole spirit, 
and soul, and body,” can be attained in this life, and be preserved blame- 
less until death. It exalts us toa mighty eminence, like Moses to the 
heights of Pisgah, overlooking the promised land, from which we can 
behold the greatness of the atonement, as a covering for all .sin—the 
amplitude and preciousness of the divine promises, and the plenteous- 
hess and glory of full redemption in the blood of the Lamb. 


‘¢ Rejoicing now in earnest hope, 
I stand, and from the mountain top 
See all the land below ; 
Rivers of milk and honey rise, 
Ard all the fruits of paradise, | 
In endless plenty grow.”’ 


6. The obligatién of Christian holiness appears also from the alleged 
object and end of Christ’s mission.to this world. St. John, the beloved 
disciple, tells us what that object was. “ He that committeth sin is of 
the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose 
the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works ps 
devil.’—1 John, 3; 8.—Here learn, 1. That the devil is an old sinner 
~. That all who sin are of him: that is, are actuated by his pirit. 
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3. That sin is the peculiar and legitimate work of the devil. 4. That 
the appropriate object of Christ’s advent was to destroy ‘ the works of 
the devil,” or sin; that is, the diabolical power, guilt, and dominion of 
sin in the soul. Now, if Christ came to do this great work, the ques- 
tion arises, When is it to be accomplished? How long will it take an 
all-powerful Savior to eradicate the deep moral virus of sin from the 
soul, and make it every whit whole? Can he not do it now, as well as 
at death? What hinders? And what is there in death so efficacious, 
so expiatory and gracious? What is death? Nothing but a monster's 
gripe—a moment’s pang—the sting of sin—the last blow that Satan 
strikes, followed by corruption and worms. Death, then, is not our 
Savior—but Christ, who came to “ destroy him that had the power of 


death, that is, the devil; and deliver them, who, through fear of death, 


were all their lifetime subject to bondage.”—Heb. 2: 14, 15. This 
glorious deliverance is in this world. The devil is destroyed in the 
sanctified soul, and with him ‘‘ the power of death,” so that during our 
‘“ lifetime,” we are no longer ‘‘ subject to bondage.” We can stand 
over the tomb, and look down deep into its gloom, among its corruption 
and worms, and exult with a triumphant shout. Perfect love casts out 
fear; the gossamer veil of time is rent in twain, and Faith’s far- 
reaching eye sees the New Jerusalem coming down from God out of 
heaven. ‘The works of the devil,” too, the guilt and dominion of sin, 
are destroyed. Over their dark empire lies a redundancy of ruin. 
The soul, swept and garnished, rejoices in the full-orbed day of the 
Mediator’s power. And all this, as St. Paul tells us, is in our “life 
time.’’ Now, if to do this great work of salvation for us, Christ came 


-- to this world, and suffered and died,—if this was, as St. John says, the 


prime object of his incarnate manifestation—how cruel for us to doubt 
it, and how preposterous and criminal to hinder its accomplishment. 
The great provision is made, and of consequence an imperative obli- 
gation is imposed upon all to come to the royal feast. By refusing—so 
far as that refusal goes—the object for which Christ died is defeated, 
and that by our own act. How much we lose by neglecting this great 
salvation, and staying away from this.glorious feast! Can we do it, 
and escape? Who will longer frustrate the grace of God ? Who will 


not exclaim ?— 


** Refining fire, go through my heart, 
Illuminate my soul ; 
Scatter thy life through every part, 
And sanctify the whole.’ 


Other considerations might be urged to establish and magnify the 
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CHRISTIAN HOLINESS. 101 
obligation of Christian holiness ; such as an increase of personal hap- 
piness and prosperity, greater usefulness, the precious value of a holy 
example, in confounding infidelity, and hastening the long-predicted 
triumphs of Immanuel’s kingdom, the glory of God, and the greater 
certainty of getting toheaven. But it is superfluous to add other argu- 
ments to the luminous and direct Scriptures which have been cited. 
The glow-worm can give no light when the sun shines. Reader, the 
obligation to be holy rests upon you. God holds you to it. You can- 
not shake it off. And unless you discharge it in time, it will crush you 
in eternity. But Jesus lives. He cometh from Edom—with dyed gar- 
ments from Bozrah—glorious in his apparel, and travelling in the great- 
ness of his strength. You may live, for he has died. 


“7 see thy garments roll’d in blood, 
Thy streaming head, thy hands, thy side ; 
All hail, thou suffring, conquering God! 
Now man shall live, for Christ has died.”’ 


Henry W. Apams. 


For the Guide to Holiness. . 


CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE. 


Tis is the seventh year since I trust I commenced loving God with 
all my heart, and entered upon that life of consecration and experience 
which bears the name of sanctification. It has been and now is a 
blessed state. ‘Thrice happy is that individual who walks therein. He 


itis that knows what it is to ‘‘ be changed into the same image from 


glory unto glory.’’ Affliction was the means that my Heavenly Father 
used to bring me to realize this blessedness. He laid his afflicting 
hand upon me and I was unreconciled. I knew these feelings were 
wrong for I had been a professor of religion for ten years. Knowing 
this made me very unhappy. At this time I had desires given me to - 


_love God with all my heart, which were most intense. It was atime 


of spiritual declension among my brethren and sisters in the church : 
none conversed with me as I felt desirous to have them ; but I reason- 
ed in this, if I wanted to love God with all my heart, I might. God would 
make me. ‘I'his was my burden for two or three days. Late one night I 
retired to my room, and ere I committed my body to repose, I went to 


_ the throne of grace, perhaps with a greater weight than at any previous 


time. I said to God, O Lord, I desire to love thee with all my heart, 
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but am conscious I do not. What more I said I do not recollect, | 
laid me down to rest without any apparent change in my feelings. 
When I awoke in the morning all was changed; yes, all. The 
change was as great, if not greater, than when I first hoped in my Sa- 
vior. ‘The desire of my heart was granted. It was Jove that filled it. 
And I can testify thus far to the grace of Christ that I have never seen 
the hour from that time to the present when I could say that I did not, 
or was afraid I did not, love God with all my heart. I am happy that 
the grace of Christ enables me to bear such a testimony. It is not in 
me nor of me, but of the grace of Christ; and it is of that grace | 
would bear testimony while I continue to relate’ the dealings of God 
with me, how he has carried on his work in me, leading me on from one 
degree of glory unto another. 

Soon after I received the blessing of perfect love, the doctrine of 
Christian Perfection was presented to my mind. I was taught that I 
might be perfect, and how many times have I been glad that I was 
taught just as I was in this respect. I was very eager; O yes, how 
eager I was to know if what I then was realizing was what was termed 
Christian Perfection or Entire Sanctification. My mind was then 
turned into a new channel. I was told that this state was to be attain- 
ed by entire consecration of all to God. In order to know whether I 
was willing to lay all upon the altar, I examined myself by taking 
items; thus item by item did I lay upon the altar till all was laid, and I 
then received a greater blessing, if there could be, than perfect love. 
What I then realized was peace, deep peace. O, it was glorious. [ do 
not know as that word expresses it—it cannot be expressed. ‘Those 
know who have realized it. For four years I lived in this con- 
secrated state, and still live in it; have never drawn back, but | 
cannot say that during this time I have never sinned. Notwith- 
standing I see and feel that the grace of Christ is sufficient not 
only to cleanse but to keep from all sin, there have been times when I 
have had most deeply to feel the remorse of a reproving conscience. 
Blessed be God that he does reprove us when wrong and gives us 4 
heart of penitence, and that there is forgiveness with Him. 

I have now come, in my experience, to-that part which I have never 
seen expressed, and which is to me very full of instruction. Something 
more than two yeurs since, I had most INTENSE desires to be just like 
my Savior. To express it as I felt, I wanted to have my body s0 
emptied, so cleansed, that it could be only a house in which my Savior 
lived. The feeling was to have every thing removed, as when a family 
removes to another house, they take every thing from the house, the 
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house is emptied ; or, as when an individual dies his remains are car- 
ried away and never return, So did I wish to have my body fitted for 
Christ. Such probings and longings, such agonizing feelings I never 
had, that it might be thus with me. I did not want any thing that 
appertained to me ever to return, no more than a person who dies can 
return to his house. While in this state of mind, when reading the 
word of God, (as was my usual custom, I was reading by course,) these 
words were applied to me, “‘ I‘his kind goeth not out but by prayer and 
fasting.” I then felt prompted to fast. I did so; I fasted and prayed, 
and it seemed as if I was in almost an agony. I went often to the 
throne of grace, and many times | could say nothing but Jesus come. 
My physical system was weakened though the exercise, but the result 
was glorious. I had been desiring and praying for a week or more 
previous to my fasting for this blessing. My mind was still burdened 
at the close of the day of fasting. ‘The next morning, when bowed be- 
fore the family altar, light broke in upon my mind; it was through the 
promise, “‘ My grace is sufficient for thee.’ I was then shown that _ 
those natural propensities were not to be removed, so that they would 
no longer be sources of tempting, but that Christ would live in me 
whilst those remained, and that it was his grace that would make me 
like him. When I was tempted, no matter how strongly, or in what 
way the temptation was presented, the grace of Christ would make me 
conquer; and moreover, if I would yield my thoughts to Christ, 
he would cause me to have such thoughts as he would have. And it is 
in this way I am to be just like my blessed Savior in thought and deed. 
And this grace is adapted to every circumstance and condition in life, | 
so that there is no getting away from the obligation; and blessed bé 
pe have proved it and it has never failed me; it will sustain in 
things pertaining to this life as well as in spiritual things. Thi 
causes the soul to find its rest in God, aya it pe Soa 
there I can testify it does find rest. Not the rest this world olven no 
calm, confiding trust in God; which is rest that the world knows Sot 
of. I feel that this rest increases in me. Since I have passed into 
this state of experience, I have had trials, deep, sore with myself, but 
| the grace of Christ has enabled me to hold on, and I do not kno 3 
have ever had a trial but I have felt that I ) ou: : 
could praise God for it in 


the end. If I find I did not overcome as I might have done, it j 
source of regret very deep, and does me ,itisa 


ood in this way ; i 
_ make me more watchful. . ay 5 1 serves to 


I can say in truth, “ it j 
s good for me to be 
afflicted.’ When I have been tried, I have been comforted i 


thought that if I was not tried or tempted in that particular thing, I 
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should not prove the grace of Christ. He would have no means of 
manifesting it to me. This thought cheers me while enduring the 
temptation, and then the thought that my Heavenly Father permits it, 
helps me to bear with patience and submission, and I am not left to 
murmur or repine. I can say still further in relation to afflictions, that 
they lead me to my Heavenly Father, and thus doing they help to in- 
crease the union, and I may say, too, the acquaintance. I make God 
my confident. I bring my daily trials to him, and he bears me up un- 
der them all. I tell him what I would not my nearest relative. I feel 
it is all safe with him. The mind is so constituted that it wants to 
speak of its trials, and I feel that if professing Christians were, as a 
body, in the habit of telling their Heavenly Father their complaints, in- 
stead of man, there would be a greater degree of spirituality than is 
now realized or manifest. This is I think one means of growth in 
grace. ‘here is another which I feel as if it was very much neglected, 
a very important one—that is, devotional exercises before commencing 
upon the duties of the day. Do not the mass of professing Christians, 
to appearance, rise from their beds and hasten to their work without 
bowing the knee before God, and seeking his protection, and having 
any instruction from his word? They do not seek the kingdom of 
God first. The world comes in, they find it very difficult to break 
away from its cares for a season of communion with God, and many 


times we have reason to think it is entirely neglected. The conscience 


is eased as much as it can be with the excuse of want of time. Poor 
excuse. God never multiplies our cares so much as to leave us no 
time for meditation, if we will only improve it. When cares multiply, 
let us be faithful to our own souls, and diligent to do good to those 
around us, if we would not lose our spirituality. We must toil if we 
would thrive. We are to resist the enemy in all his forms. Many 
are the snares laid for us, and just so much of the spirit of the world as 
he can get into our hearts, and just so far as he can deaden the spirit 
of prayer in us, so far does he conform us unto himself. Beware, bro- 
ther or sister in Christ, against yielding to any temptation to neglect 
prayer. Who cannot rise in season to have their spiritual necessities 
supplied, before entering upon secular duties? Whoso will do this will 
find themselves amply repaid for all the sacrifices they may be obliged 
to make. Do you fee! feeble, I can testify to you that the grace of - 
Christ is strength. If all who profess religion would practice this duty 
from a desire to glorify God, how would the church then be “ as a city 
set on a hill.” Brethren and sisters in Christ, the grace of Christ 1s 
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sufficient for you to lead a holy life, and if there is a sufficiency of 
grace, is there any excuse why you should not? “He that knoweth 
his master’s will, and doeth it not, shall be beaten with many stripes.” 
Are there not many professing Christians who know the will of their 
their Heavenly Father and who do it not? O, sad, sad indeed is the 
manner in which the blessed Savior is represented by some who have 
assumed his character. Isee more and more plainly in the word of 
God, that we are to be like our Savior in our lives. ‘That his works are 
to be so manifested in us, that we can say that we are in Christ in the 
sense in which Christ said that he was in the Father by his works. 
This thought did I gather when reading the Savior’s last discourse to 
his disciples. But I must close. 


For the Guide to Holiness 


PERFECTING HOLINESS IN THE FEAR OF GOD.” 


We readily understand that the man of letters who perfects learning, 
perfects himself in learning; and that this is done by means of his 
own persevering efforts in the case, making a proper use of such assis- 
tance as he may be furnished with. So it must be with him or her who 
i hears the invitation of the apostle, and goes on beyond the merely in- 
ciplent stages in Christian experience,—perfecting holiness in the fear 


of God. It is sometimes asked by querists in the doctrine of present — 


sanctification, ‘“‘ What growth in grace can there be after one is fully 
consecrated to God and made holy?” We answer : after a consecration 
is made, and God receives it, and makes the believing heart his abode 

so that the consecrated one may, in Scripture language, be spoken of 
as holy, set apart for holy use, and purified,—the body the temple of the 
Holy Ghost,—the soul the habitation of His Holiness, there is yet the 
work of perfecting holiness, which implies such a use of means, such a 


process of cultivation on the part of the creature, instructed and sus- 
tained by the ever 


will comprehend. 


| We believe there is a particular period, a moment, when he wh 
lives wholly unto God, did entirely cease to live unto sin— ie 
self. This period may have been more distinctly marked aig = 
perience of some than of others; nay, God does sometimes _ bay! 
n 


-present Spirit, as no other ideas of growing in grace. 
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do mighty works with so little of “‘ observation,” that we have reason to 


believe, he does sometimes liberate the soul entirely from the thraldom 


of sin, at a moment when the accomplishment of the work is not recog. 
‘nised by the subject of it. Yet this could be done only for the soul 


looking up in a consecrated, believing posture. In this case there must 
be a specific point, a moment, when the last grasp of selfishness is re- 
linquished, and God takes seat upon the throne of the heart in the 
triumphs of his grace. | 

This view of the divine operation upon the soul, does not come 
into collision with the fact that the human mind is gradual in its 
most important operation. 

It is gradual in its approaches to this point, and it is gradual in its 
work of perfecting holiness. But the querist will ask again, ‘‘ What 
does this work of perfecting holiness consist in?’’? We answer: one 
important point in the process of perfecting one’s self in holiness is, 
the education or cultivation of the conscience. But it is asked, “‘ Does 
not God set all right, when he takes full possession of the heart!” 
‘“‘Are not all the moral powers, at least, perfectly regulated in their 
operations?”? They are all most surely regulated, inasmuch as they 
are all set upon the right track; they are all drawn to one centre—to 
God,—instead of going hither and thither, one sometimes going in 
search of God, and the others in search of something for the creature. 
The will for right being and right doing is now no longer enthralled 
by perverse and unholy affections, and drawn into sins which it pur- 
posed again and again to keep free from. Now there is harmony. 
One voice is heard in the soul instead of many; now one impulse 
moves the whole moral machinery starting it at the centre, instead of 
discordant ones moving it in various opposite points. 

But there is a work yet left for the soul, for it is made for action; 
its health and vigor depend upon its proper action. The different 
parts of the mind’s machinery have become more or less distorted 
and warped by their long use in irregular and perverted action. 
Now, they must be gradually brought back to their original mould 
by a work of self-cultivation, before- the operation of the wonderful 
machine can rightly represent the greatness and perfection of the 
moving Power at the centre. And after this is done, if we could 
suppose one so diligent in the work under the immediate superl: 
tendence of the original Maker himself, as to accomplish the rectl- 

fying of every part before this short life should close, there is yet work 

enough to be done in guarding each part from hurtful contact with ex: 
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ternal things; for, considering the weakness produced in the parts by 
being so greatly warped from their original bias, it must be seen there 
would be no safety in leaving them to themselves, to be bent here and 
there, as contact with external irregularities might occasion. 
It is objected, “if Wod regulates a soul, he does it perfectly; he 
does not leave the work unfinished.” He does it, but not without the 
soul's own agency. At every point the creature has-his part to act in 
regaining the lost image of his God. He has had too much to do in 
disfiguring that image in the soul, to be passive in receiving again its 
correct likeness. But the benevolent Maker has furnished him with a 
delineation of the original, in the revelation which he has made con- 
cerning the means of restoration ; and promised the help of his own 
hand at every point where the creature is found using the means that 
are put within his reach. | 
But we begin with the intellect, the enlargement of the understand- 
ing, and correcting of the judgment. Now that the affections are re- 
_ leased from the chains of selfishness, and are free to move where they 
are most strongly attracted by real worth, it becomes a matter of im- 
portance that the intellect should correctly represent the comparative 
and relative merit of the different objects which have a claim upon the 
affections, This it cannot do without candid and habitual investiga- 
tion, enlarging its sphere of action with its continual enlargement of 
capacity. But this it is now prepared for, since the mist is taken from 
eyes of perception, the biasing influence from the judgment, and 
i© memory is no longer lumbering 
end subject to every irregularity, exhaling a dark d ag 
g y; g a dark damp mist, by which 
from the throne of God. The of 
O each stream has its own di- 
paca , Its proper tendency; but it calls upon the intellect to clear away 
depth of its various channels. with 
We might illustrate the antecedent and subsequent action of the af 


fections as related to the intellect in the exercise of the 


personal character. 


While our own hearts are th 
| e seat of unholy af- 
ae “er judge ° others by what we ourselves should be in their 
ation, when perhaps they are very far from i 
on t. Or if we ha . 
fered injury from a person, we cannot see foundation for the eta 
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teem which another may have of this same person, until we have Jearp- 
ed the philosophy of that love which “‘ believeth all things, hopeth all 
things.” But when our hearts are filled with this charity, we are al- 
ways inclined to think good and not evil, and only wait for the intellect 
to discover to us the proper degree of approving love which should flow 
out to each object before us. 

Since, then, tlre action of the will, as leading to outward action, de- 
pends upon the movement of the affections, and the affections more or 
less upon the action of the intellect, we cannot fail to see the impor- 
tance of correct and enlarged intellectual action, so far as our present 
physical organization will admit. And how can one expect to 
“perfect holiness,’—learning more and more perfectly how to make a 
correct expression at all times of the mind of Him who dwells within, 
discovering relations and understanding principles of action—without 


the calm, patient and persevering use of the intellect upon all subjects — 


that come within the sphere of his comprehension? The use of means 
we naturally resort to; but the highest means, and that which gives 
efficiency to all the rest, is the perusal of the holy Scriptures, accom- 
panied with much prayer. ‘There is nothing for the intellect, like 
close, frequent, and sometimes long continued intercourse with Him in 
whom are held the springs of all created minds. 

Closely connected with the clear and correct action of the intellect, 
is the right action of the conscience. We must first see our relations, 
and then can we feel our obligations. The conscience has been so 
long bowed down, and sometimes bound and almost crushed, that we 
have to work garefully and almost diligently to bring her up to stand 


erect, so that she can see on every side, and give the right word, and 


give it in season. I would ask who there is that has commenced a life 
of entire consecration to God, who was not, at the very first, made sen- 
sible of the importance of looking at subjects in their proper light, of 
settling the idea of right and wrong in them, so as to be promptly re 


minded of the right, and warned against the wrong. And who that 


has followed on in this way, has not been sensible of a great regulation 
in the action of this moral arbitress, the conscience,—by attending 
strictly to her monitions, so that she is encouraged to change her 
stifled whispers to distinct speech,—examining subjects in her presence, 
so that she will be induced to wipe the dust from her eyes, so as to sce 
them distinctly. She will decide rightly if she sees clearly; she will 
speak out, if her utterance is not choaked. Here we may see how 
the work of rectifying and encouraging the conscience is connected 
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PERFECTING HOLINESS. 
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If our souls are pledged before God for 
is to seek a 


with perfecting holiness.” 
doing right as far as we can know the right, our next step , 
correct monitor to apprize us of the wrong, and direct us to the right. 
‘o be sure, we have the great principles laid down in God's book,— 
we have his laws written in large letters on all the face of nature; yet 
how insensible should we be to their meaning did not the voice of con- 
science speak through them? And how little would our daily increase 
in knowledge, either speculative or experimental, avail us, as to growth 
in crace, if we overlook the cultivation of the conscience. ‘The con- 
seience, too, takes up the minutia of life, and gives us a word of en- 
couragement or reproof, as we need, where no other voice is heard to 


| sneak. 


We may have had little habits about us that were unthought of by 
ourselves, until we are brought into that state where the work of life is 
to perfect holiness. in the fear of God. Since conscience has been 
raised from the dust, and been made. to act her part in the soul, she 
has reminded us of these habits, and shown us their tendency, so that 
hereafter we should feel condemned in indulging them. These may 
have been either mental or physical habits ; injurious habits of thought 
and feeling, or of outward expression. The little habits, such as man- 


=) 


ner of expression, tone of voice, and the like, are called the minutia of 


life, but they do not constitute the least part of it. They have an ime 
mediate connection with great principles, and react more or less pow- 
erfully upon the internal movements of the mind’s machinery, and so 


may be takénvas an index, more or less correct, of the operations of the 
soul, 


But T must not omif saying here that it seems to me a part of owf™=_ 
work in cultivating the conscience, consists in guarding it against ex- 


cesses In its restrictions. ‘This is peculiarly called for when the con- 


ecration 1s first made, which says, I will avoid the very appearance of 


evil. While the conscience is yet weak and trembling, she sometimes 
gives us unnecessary fears and scruples. It is only by taking an en- 
larged view of the subjects upon which she speaks, examining the 
principles upon which they are based in her sight, that she will b 
strengthened in these weak points. i 
immediately connected with the cultivation of the conscience, is th 
strengthening and enlarging of the Christian faith. Chuss hig 
strength of faith cannot be separated from the decided appr dasa 
conscience, following a clear, intellectual view of the le Bi 
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Ulustrate this upon the subject of promoting phy 
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sical health. Any indulgence of the curiosity, or of the desire for 
pleasurable emotion in any way. without an object,—without ultimate 
benefit to be secured by it,—would be of doubtful character in the eye 
of one who was seeking to make the greatest possible use of life, 
and therefore could not be enjoyed in faith But let she intellect 
perceive the effect of these pleasurable exercises upon the health 
of the body ; let the laws of health be made plain to the mind, by the 
observance of which the body is to be preserved from premature enfee- 
blement and dissolution, and the conscience will pronounce it right to 
take a walk for pleasure, a ride for pleasure, to indulge the appetites and 
social emotions for pleasure,so far as they do not come into collision with 


any other obligations ; so that they will be enjoyed with clear faith and 


heartfelt gratitude, as a happy means of preserving that body, which, in 
the Christian’s case, is the temple of the Holy Ghost. 

When the trembling soul first commences to walk in the p: ath of en- 
tire consecration, it is doubtful about many things. ‘There are dangers 
in the perplexities of business, amidst the numerous cares of domestic 
life, and more perhaps in the social circle. Many times the faith 1s 
shaken, and the heart almost faints; but the great Teacher is always 
near, so that light is given to the upraised eyes, the principle of action 
is perceived, conscience speaks more correctly, and faith walks on 
more and more firmly. But there is a perfecting of faith, in gradually 
learning how tovexercise it. At first, when assailed by the enemy, we 
struggle, and writhe, and cry out before God; but by expericnce we 
learn that the strongest faith is exercised with perfect quietude of 
spirit. We learn to conceal ourselves in the ‘ cleft of the rock,” 
leaving the rage of the enemy to be governed by [Him who. holds in his 
hands “ the keys of death and of hell.”” So the storms of unholy pas- 
sions may be howling around, and the waters of worldly sorrow dash, 
but they cannot move us. 

‘Perfecting holiness’’ is seen again in the perfecting and confirming 
of the habitual expression of love ; carried out in patience, forbearance, 


entleness, kindness, meekness, and every Christian grace. Every one 
| y ng 


has more or Jess to do in breaking up old habits which were contrary 
to perfect deliberation of mind and proper balance of the emotions. 
The operations of grace do not violate any natural laws. We are 
always subject to the law of habit. 

Finally, the process of “ perfecting holiness” takes up the whole be- 
ing for cultivation. The tastes and sympathies are rectified and re- 
fined. The appetites and propensities are restrained and regulated. 
How can we feel that we are allowed to claim the merit of the atoning 
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THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS. | 
blood for our unavoidable deficiencies in knowledge, and mye 
00 
iencl fulfilling unknown obligations, unless we are fu g 
her knowledge concerning 
our known obligations, and are seeking further kn g 


ar as we have capacity ? aces 
upon leaving this world, an 
holy society of angels and glorified spirits, SO do I wish to * in aes 
habits of heart and mind here, that I shall not ae fee be , 
stranger among them. ‘To learn how to best fit one’s self, un er the 
direction and help of the great Teacher, for an easy introduction into 
that exalted company, must be considered worthy of the most persever- 


ing efforts of “ A STuDENT. 
March, 1847. 


EXTRACL.—THUE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS. 


Whar is holiness? It is not a mere emotion or passion, nel- 
ther does it consist in any external acts or ceremonies; but it is a 
moral state and habit.,—a state of purity and rectitude. It is not 
a grace, but the assemblage of all the graces necessary to form the 
Christian character. It is, in a word, the moral image of God, 
who is said to be “ glorious in holiness,” and whose nature is love. 
In the language of one celebrated for his writings on this subject, 
“holiness is love, and nothing but love.” The heart that is full of 
love is full of holiness, and ‘all his spotless life will tell the abund- 
ance of a loving heart.” Yet he has no love for sin ;—this he 
dreads more than the fire of hell; sin pains his. soul more than 
any thing else in the universe. He looks upon all sin as the 
“abominable thing which God hates ;’’ and yet he feels a tender 
regard for the sinner,—a regard in nature like that which our Sa- 
vior felt, when he beheld the city of Jerusalem, when the inhabi- 
tants had nearly filled the cup of their iniquity, and wept over it, 
and at the same time pronounced their certain doom. Such is 
holiness, whether existing in God, angels or men; it is the sum- 
mum bonum of all morality ; it is a harmonious as 


i | semblage of all 
the moral qualities necessary to form a complete character. In it 
are beautifully blended pu 


| | rity and peace, justice and mercy, and 
truth and righteousness. 


Such being the nature of holiness, let us 


beauty consists. It being spiritual in its 
beings can behold it. The Bible 


inquire in what its 
nature, none but spiritual 
represents unrenewed men ag 


> 
xf 
y 
3 
iy 
| 
+f 
+ 
4} 
i 
j 
nf 
’ 
f 
4 
4 
; | 
| 
‘ 
7 
| 
Tt 


ey 


we 


— 


112 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


ANAAAAAAA 


incapable of * discerning the things of the spirit.” So blind are 
all men in their natural state, that they behold “no beauty” even 
in Christ, that they “should desire him.” To such minds holi- 
ness itself will seem uncomely. 

An object to appear beautiful must exhibit order,—all its. parts 
must be properly proportioned and properly placed. In sin there 
is no order,—but every thing is by it disarranged. The passions 
are corrupted, and not unfrequently control the whole man, the 
affections are placed on improper objects, the judgment is warped 
by prejudice, the reason perverted by selfish interests, and the 
whole soul is turned upside down and filled with darkness and 
confusion. Order is one of the first laws of holiness. Wherever 
holiness is permitted to enter, it, like a neat housekeeper, first 
cleanses the apartment from all pollution, and then places every 
thing in its proper place. It places the affections on Christ and 
heavenly things, regulates the passions, sets reason on the throne, 
the world under foot, and brings the whole man into complete 
subjection to God. Man, who before was an abject slave to the 
most debasing passions, arid like the serpent, wont to crawl on the 
earth, as if designed for no higher clime, is thus made to stand 
erect in his moral nature. His motives being purified, his affec- 
tions sanctified, and his will subdued, the inward and outward 
man harmonize, and all within and without beautifully correspond 
with the Divine will. This is order; this is true beauty ; this Is 
“the beauty of holiness.” | 

Another feature in the blessed principle of holiness that gives it 
a superior beauty, is its fullness. A picture may present lively 
colors, and some striking delineations ; but if it lacks fullness it 
cannot be called truly beautiful. The system of holiness present- 
ed in the Bible is adapted to man’s wants and necessities. Holl- 
ness will render him perfectly contented and happy, in every pos- 
sible situation, Without it no one can be truly happy ; so long 
as the soul in any degree remains under the influence of the car- 
nal mind, so long it will be unhappy. This will account for the 
dissatisfaction among worldly-minded professors of religion, mant- 
fested by their numerous schemes to obtain rest for their souls. 
O, did they but know the satisfaction of soul it is their privilege 
to possess! Did they but see the fullness and consequent beauty 
of Gospel holiness, 


“Their longing hearts would be on fire 
To be dissolved in love.’ 


—Religious Telescope. 
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For the Guide to Woliness. 


“Tn all tribulation, in all time of our prerpenny in the hour of death, and in 
the day of judgment, good Lord deliver us.”—LITany. 


Be near us, oh thou holy one, 
In sorrow’s darkening hour, 

Encircled by thy mighty arm, 
We can defy its power. 

Lend to our human weakness, strength, 
Thou who hast felt on earth 

The thousand griefs, and ills, to which 
Humanity gives birth. 


For life hath many a wile to lure 
Our hearts from thee away ; 

Its pomps, its grandeur, and its pride, 
Those feeble hearts may sway. 

Its sorrows draw us to thy side, 
Its pleasures lull to sleep; 

Oh, then, in joy, or grief, o’er us 
Thy. kindly watchings keep. 


Alone, in death’s dark hour we stand— 
Alone we wrestle with his might— 

Unless the sun of righteousness, should shed 
Upon that hour his light. 

The path we tread no eye hath seen, 
No human footstep trod, | 

We turn with shuddering dread to thee— 
Deliver us, oh God. 


There is an hour, a solemn hour, 
When soul to soul revealed, 

No outward act, no secret thought, 
Shall be from light concealed. 
Thou who created, thou who formed 
Those souls which never die, 

In every hour be thou our Stay, 


To thee alone we fly. 


Nidlchitoches, Nov. 1846, 
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For the Guide to Holiness. 


CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE, 


Dear Brotrner Battery :—According to your request, and the 
request of a number of Christian friends, I now, with a single 
eye to the glory of God, write my experience for the Guide. 


‘Thank God for the Guide; I wish every body loved it as much 


as | do. The thought has often been presented to my mind by 
the Spirit, while reading that blessed work, You had better write 
your experience ; perhaps the Lord may bless it to the sanctifica- 
tion of some precious soul. More than fourteen years ago, when 
but a child, I experienced the pardon of sin, in the old Forsyth 
Street Church. Never shall I forget the happy hour when Jesus — 


‘said, “‘ Go in peace, thy sins are forgiven thee.” 


-[ had pious parents, who watched over me carefully, and I 
never was without the witness of the Spirit long at atime. Af- 
ter [had enjoyed religion four years, I was placed in the class of a 


holy man, and every week he urged upon me the necessity of ho- 


liness, for which I thank the Lord. There was such a beautiful 
consistency in his life, that I was led to believe in the truth of the 
doctrine. I sought the blessing, and obtained it to the joy of my 
heart. I lived in the enjoyment of it nearly two years, when I 
lost it after my marriage. Though [ married a pious, devoted 
Christian, I let the cares of the world, and the cares of my family, 
rob me of this blessing! So devoted was I to their interests, that 
I neglected my closet,and, in a degree at least, forgot my Savior. 


Oh, unhappy hour, when I let-go of Jesus as my full Savior. | 


left the church to which I formerly belonged, and joined one 
where there were no living witnesses of perfect love ; though we 
had the doctrine in our Discipline and in the blessed Bible, yet | 
heard none say any thing about holiness! After I had been 
married about two years, my husband was taken very sick, and 
we thought he would not recover. For six long weeks | prayed 
for perfect resignation to the will of God, but did not obtain It, 
because I did not give up my own will. After my husband re- 
covered, I was taken sick, and was in a miserable state of health 
for three years; and we were deeply afflicted in our family. 

Oh, how I suffered through the fear of death! At times when 
I looked into the grave, I would wake up as from a deep reverie, 
and would think if I was to die in this state I would be lost. | 
must try to serve the Lord more faithfully ; I must watch and 
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pray, and live nearer to God. | I would do so, but I — not er 
any advancement. It was going over the same groun oo a 
again, sinning and repenting, promising to do better, and yet 
‘had no power to perform my Vows. 
rhe I lived for nearly five years, when 1n the Spring of 
1243 I was taken suddenly ill. I thought one night I should die 
before morning. I promised the Lord that if he would spare my 
life LT would make an entire consecration. At that time, it was 
deeply written on my heart, never to be erased, “ Without holi- 
ness no man shall see the Lord.” {I truly felt that I was the 
chief of sinners, greater than Paul. He sinned through ignorance. 
| against light and knowledge. I began to look at the sacrifice 
which God required,—not the lame, nor the blind, but a perfect 
offering,—a living sacrifice of body, soul and spirit, time, influence, 


character and friends. It was presented by the Holy Spirit, You- 


must lay your husband on the altar. Immediately the enemy sug- 
cested, If you do, the Lord will take him away to try you, for the 
Lord will have a tried people, and I shrunk back unwilling to 
make the surrender. The difficulty in my case was a lack of 
faith, it was the want of an entire consecration, renouncing the 
honor of men. I knew that God was just as good as his word. 
I went on in this way for three months, without making the con- 
secration, until the Sing Sing camp-meeting in August of 1843, 
when quite providentially I had the privilege of going at the latter 
part of the meeting. I went on purpose to get the blessing. The 
lirst day | was on the ground my heart was as hard as a stone. 
the next day was the last of the meeting ; my heart was melted 
all down as wax before the fire. I now began to look at the rea- 
and I said, Lord, I will give up 
my husband, | good opinion of brethren and sisters, when 
eon reer with duty, and thy smiles shall be dearer than 
all the wor eside, Wy] 
the Lord’s way, and I had 


ot seen the deep depravity of my heart. That evening, one 
ol our leaders invited a number of colored friends : 


on into our 
prayer meeting tent ; and that was not all, they took the lead of the 


mecting and were very boisterous. IT was very much tried, left th 

tent, and went to two other tents. But I was like N oah’s dove fl 

of my foot, and I returned to the tent 
: or the depravity of my heart as [ 

before. In the mean time. the Lord had been bless ep 

them I should get the blessing. I made a 
and succeeded. I thought they were about to dele ‘the 
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meeting, when I arose, stated my feelings, and said, I do make a 
full consecration to Ged, and begged them to pray for me. They 


did pray for me, and a brother who enjoyed the blessing said to 


me, Sister, now rest on the promises of God. Take God at his 
word. He says, “I will receive you; and will be a father unto 
you ;” and I said, Lord, I will believe thou dost receive me ; 
I do believe that thou dost receive me now. I prayed in this way 
for some ten minutes, when the blessing came in such a powerful 
manner that for several hours all the powers of soul and body 
were lost in God. I was unconscious of all that was going on 
around me, and to my view was presented the blessed Savior on 
the cross ; and it seemed to me that I lay beneath the streaming 
blood, and O, how it washed, how it cleansed me from all sin. 
And then to my view was presented an ocean of love, boundless 
and shoreless, and my soul was bathing in it. When I came to 
myself, my enraptured heart cried out, Oh, the fullness—the full- 
ness there is in Jesus. This was on the 6th of August, 1843, and 
my soul has most sweetly proved that Jesus does save, not onl} 
from the guilt, but from the pollution of sin. Yes, praise the 
Lord, he saves me from the fear of death—from the fear of man, | 
and from all anxious care. It is nearly four years since | eps: 
this glorious blessing, and I have proved that Jesus is not “ 
able to cleanse, but to keep pure. My course has been ergs 
ever since, and, when passing through fiery trials, my soul 7 
cried out, “Though thou slay me, yet will I trust in thee ;~ anc 
I have been enabled to say, in the most trying rene 
“Thy will be done, not mine.” The Lord has learned me 
by faith on the son of God. Oh, how glad I am that the blo 
of Jesus cleanseth from all sin—cleanseth now, this present mo 
ment. Glory be to Jesus for a present salvation. ae site 

I have found the way of holiness very narrow, it will nnbe ot 
of any sin, nor any conformity to the world. The week a se 
received the blessing, the Holy Spirit showed me a very tae 
way, and [I have been endeavoring to walk in it. I debt 28 
it necessary not only to come out from the world, but. ai re 
Hamlin says, from that part of the church which leans tow te fal 
world. ‘The way of holiness becomes more and more deliz ak 
as | advance in it ; and oh, the enlargement of soul I have vey 
ed since! Oh, what strong desires I have for the earth 0 | 
of the church, and especially for the ministry. 1 thank the - 
for the privilege of being associated with the Lord’s redecmes = 
earth, and for the hope of joining the blood-washed compat) 
fore our Father’s throne in Heaven. | 


M. J. 


New York. 
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From the French of La Mennais. 


CHARITY. 


You have only a day to spend upon earth; act in such a way 
that you may spend it in peace. Peace ts the fruit of love ; for, 
to live in peace, it Is necessary to put up with many things. 

No one ts perfect ; all have their faults. Every man leans upon 
his neighbors, and love alone makes the burden light. If you 
cannot support your brothers, how will your brothers support you ? 

It is written of the Son of Mary, ‘ As he loved Is own that 
were in the world, he loved them even to the end.’ Love 
then your brethren who are in the world, and love them even to 
the end. 

Love is indefatigable ; it never wearies. Love is inexhaustible ; 
it blooms, and buds again; and the more it is diffused, the more 
it abounds. 

Whoever loves himself more than his brother is unworthy of 
Christ, who died for his brethren. Have you given of your goods, 
laid down your life—love will return you all. 

_ Verily I tell you, he who loves has a paradise in his heart ; God 
is in him, for God is love. 

The vicious man loves not; he is envious. Tle is a prey to 
hunger and thirst ;—his eye, like the eye of a serpent, charms 
only to devour, 

Love reposes at the bottom of pure souls, like a drop of dew in 
the chalice of a flower. 

Oh, if you knew what it is to love? You say that you love, 
and many of your brethren are in want of bread to sustain life, of 
vestments to cover their naked limbs, of roof to shelter them, of a 
handful of straw to sleep.upon, while you have all things in abund- 
ance, 

You say that-you love, and there are many sick, who languish, 
“without succor, upon their hard beds ; many unhappy, who weep 
and no person weeps with them; many children, who g0, shiv- 
ering with cold, from door to door, and ask of the rich a morsel 
from their tables, and who obtain it not. You say that you love 
your brothers ; what, then, would you do if you hated thems | 

And | say unto you, whoever, being able, comforteth not his 
suffering brother, is the enemy of his brother ; and whoever, being 
able, ministereth not unto his brother who famishes, 1s his MUR- 


PERER.— Christian Intelligencer. 
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For the Guide to Holiness 


“THERE IS NO FEAR IN LOVE.” 


_ Love has no fear!—though there are hours 
Of darkness—trials fierce— 
When Satan and his allied powers 
Conspire the saint to pierce. 


Is he afraid ? “No,” he exclaims, 
“ Against me though an host 
Encamp,—while God the Father reigns 
I fear not, Him I trust.” 


fe Oe Love has no fear!—have you e’er seen 
The faithful Christian die ? 

His heart o’erflows with love serene, 
Joy sparkles in his eye. 


The crumbling casket that confined 
The gem of purity, 
| Begins to drop away; his mind 
fe Still calm, and clear his eye. 


Death now appears in sight; inquire, 
Is he afraid to die? 

No! hear him, ere his breath expire, 
With David make reply— 


| “Yea, though I pass the vale and shade 
; Of death, I will not fear ; 
"4 | Thy rod and staff shall be my aid, 
And comfort me while there.” 


Tove God, and not a single fear 
Can enter thy calm breast ; 
: Ne’er can it live, while love is there, 


Nor interrupt thy rest. 
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For the Guide to Holiness. 


THE BLESSING OBTAINED AND LOST. 


Tne writer had pious parents, and consequently all the benefits 
of an early religious training ; for this he wishes here to record his 
gratitude to God. — Early in life he connected himself, as a seeker 
of salvation, with that branch of Christ’s church in which he is 
now privileged to labor, and some months after this connection 
was happily converted to God. ‘Though he never could tell the 
time, place, and circumstances of his conversion, he was enabled 
to say, “One thing I know, whereas I was blind now I can see.” 
About four years after, on reading the memoir of Carvosso, and 
comparing the experience of that saint of God with his own, he 
became convinced there was “a better way, and it was his pri- 
vilege to walk in that “ way of holiness.’ le now began pray- 
erfully to examine the word of God, and to his surprise found that 
no privilege was more clearly set forth, no duty more frequently 
or fully enjoined. Earnestly did he seek the blessing, and as 
often as unbelief inquired, ‘how is it possible?” so often was it 


answered, “ have faith in God.” One evening, having finished 


his work, (he was then an apprentice to a mechanical business, ) 
he remained, as was his custom, in the shop, to spend two or 
three hours in reading and prayer. This evening his soul was 
unusually drawn out in fervent pleading for full redemption. 
About midnight, while on his knees, he was enabled to make a full 
consecration, and claim the promises ; the holy baptism descended 
upon him and he could exclaim, “The blood of Jesus Christ, his 


Son, cleanseth me from all sin.’ A heavenly peace filled his 


soul—*< a peace that passeth all understanding, —his will ceased 

to be, and _ his inquiry was, ‘* what ts God’s will ? rhis happy 

State continued for some time, while from his soul he could sing, 


“’'T ig done—the great transaction ’s done— 
I am my Lord’s, and he 1s mine. 


The duty of declaring what God had done, was sg dapat " 
would be very improper, the enemy suggested, as Uh 
few even of the oldest members of the 

profession would be considered forward 

OV said the enemy, “and not afflict 
‘‘ Better enjoy it to yourself,” said th 
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our brethren by a declaration which they will not 
this advice he foolishly listened, thinking to enjoy holiness in his 
heart, and for the present not on (one it. No sooner had he thus 
refused to acknowledve Christ, than a shade passed over the bright 
view of his acceptance ; again le called on God, and again was the 
witness brightened ; but yielding to what he now sees was a strata- 
gem of Satan, whe still insisted if was not prudent to profess so 
ercat a blessing, his faith wavered, and after many ineflectual 
attempts to make his light burn as brightly as at first, though he 
had now put it under a bushel, it went out,—the witness of “ per- 
fect Jove’? was gone,—he was shorn of his strength,—and an 
“aching void ” was left that nothing else could fill. In vain did 
he attempt to satisfy his soul in the lower walks of religious life, 
as he had before he walked in the “ highway of holiness ;” the 
memory of the past was too fresh in his remembrance. 

And now he would affectionately and earnestly warn those who 
have recently received the blessing, not to yield to the enemy's 
suggestions ; but confess it on all proper occasions. Let it shine. 
No blessing can be held long without confession—with the heart 
you may believe unto righteousness, but with the mouth you must 
make confession unto salvation. Ina subsequent number he will 
endeavor to state how, by the favor of God, the blessing was re- 
gained. "THETA. 


North Ohio. 


ON RESIGNATION. 


Man oft complains of sorrow here below, 

And thinks his Maker hard to deal the blow; 
Jim he offends by murmering discontent, 

And eager wish to avert the blessing meant. 
lor crosses are our blessings in disguise, 

And sent in Jove to fit us for the skies ; 

Then why repine at God’s all-wise behest 
When knowing what he wills is surely best ? 
Oh, Christian, lift the eye of faith! Behold 
That mighty love, unfathomed and untold, 

And say, could He who, for our fallen race, 
Quitted the skies, and did Himself abase— 
Could He, who gave his Son for man to die, 
Give aught that’s ill, or aught that’s good deny ? 
Then cease to murmur—bless the Savior, God ; 
Adore his love, and kiss the chastening rod. 
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